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EDGAR ALLAN POE.
1836, having secured one Thomas W. Cleland as his surety, he gave a marriage bond as the law required ; and Cleland was further obliging enough to take oath before the deputy clerk, Charles Howard, " that Virginia E. Clemni is of the full age of twenty-one years, and a resident of the said city." * The ceremony was performed on the evening of the same day at the boarding-house of the family, by the Eev. Amasa Converse, a Presbyterian minister, then editor of the " Southern Religious Telegraph." 2 Mrs. Clemm, whom the minister remembered as " being polished, dignified, and agreeable in her bearing," was present, and gave her consent freely; the bride, too, had a pleasing manner, but seemed to him very young.8 Virginia was in fact slightly under fourteen. Poe was twenty-seven.
At this time it was expected that Mrs. Clemm, who had not abandoned her plan of starting a boarding-house, would rent a house recently purchased by Mr. White, and would board himself and family as well as the newly-married pair. The arrangement had been made, and Poe had expended all his money and incurred a debt of two hundred dollars in buying furniture before it was discovered that the house was barely large enough for one family, and the scheme was abandoned. In his
1 Hustings Court Records, Richmond, Ya.
2  Southern Religious Telegraph, May 20, 1836 ; Richmond En< irer, May 20,1836.
3  Mrs. JP. B. Converse to the author, May 20, 1884.At a later time he interpolated the entire phrase, "whose heartstrings are a lute" (the idea on which his poem is founded), which is neither in Moore, Sale, nor the Koran; and with this highly original emendation, the note now stands in his Works as au extract from the Koran. 7e then, and quickly — urge me to do what is right.   Your words will have more weight witha from To------(" Should my early life seem "), from
